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ABSTRACT: The FloTrac sensor, in conjunction with the Vigileo monitor (Edwards Lifesciences) is a minimally invasive monitor

based on arterial pulse wave analysis that continuously measures cardiac output . In addition to CO (index), the FloTrac/Vigileo calculates

stroke volume variation (SVV). If central venous pressure is available, systemic vascular resistance and the systemic vascular resistance

index are calculated. With a specially designed central venous catheter (Precep, Edwards Lifesciences), a continuous central venous oxy-

gen saturation can be obtained and displayed as well. This device is now FDA-approved for use in adults, there is a growing body of

literature that characterizes its utility in many different clinical settings of critical illness .This report gives an overview of the literature

about this new technique, and discusses its potential clinical utility and limitations.
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