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ABSTRACT Objectives: To learn about the development and feedback of imported and domestic medical devices and consumables,
as well as give reasonable suggestions to related companies. Methods: We made interviews with staffs in the equipment office, doctors,
matrons, patients as well as their families in a third-grade class-A hospital in the northern part of Jiangsu province, in order to give useful
suggestions according to the results of the interviews. Results: In terms of the middle-size and small-size medical devices and consum-
ables with little technology, domestic ones are superior to imported ones in price and partly in quality, which win the recognition of medi-
cal staffs and consumers to a certain extent. On the contrary, imported ones have many advantages in terms of much more advanced prod-
ucts. Conclusions: Domestic medical companies need to do more research so as to improve the quality and technical content of their
products, as a result of which, their advantages in middle-size and small-size ones will be consolidated and breakthroughs can be made in
advanced ones.
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1

Table 1 General introduction to our research

Location A third-grade class-A hospital in the northern part of Jiangsu province
) ) Patients who is using specific medical X
Target Staffs in the equipment office Doctors, matrons
consumables
Interview, searching for relevant . . . .
Method ) ) Questionnaire Questionnaire
information
) . ) ) Learning about the use and feedback of
Content Learning about the methods, requirements ~ Learning about the factors affecting the ] )
o ) ) o ) ) domestic and imported products, and
and factors of purchase, and giving advice choice, and giving advice to domestic o .
) ] ) giving some reasonable advice.
to domestic companies. companies.
2
Table 2 The channels for this hospital to purchase new medical devices and some factors affecting the choice
Product Channel Factor Note
CT N N

Large devices International tender

Mid-range devices Tender inside the hospital

N

Low-cost disposable Tender inside the province

consumables and city

Medical devices used in )
) Domestic tender
surgeries

Imported products are better in technology and

safety.

Ui
Technology in these products is sophisticated and

widely-used .

Technology used in these products aren't very
demanding, so purchasing nearby can reduce the

cost.

2]

Cost effectiveness”

Devices such as CT scanners, MRI

imagers and respirators

Imported devices will be specially

purchased if needed.

Products mainly come from large
domestic companies; Sophisticated
devices used in surgeries will be

imported.

[4]

[5.6]

. 2.5
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1
Fig.l The reasons why domestic medical devices and consumables attract

patients

2
Fig.2 The reasons why imported medical devices and consumables attract
patients
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Fig.3 The most significant factor among all the factors above in the

patients' and their families' opinion
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Fig.4 Developing situation of domestic medical devices compared with

imported ones in the patients' (and their families') opinion
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5 ( )
Fig.5 The aspects domestic medical devices and consumables need to

improve most urgently in the patients' (and their families') opinion
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Fig.6 The aspects future medical devices and consumables need to
o improve most urgently in the patients' (and their families') opinion
3 N

Table 3 The price of the imported and domestic medical devices and consumables this hospital purchased

(—)
) Price for domestic products Price for imported products ) )
Devices or consumables Ratio ( imported price
x 10* Yuan x 10* Yuan O domestic price
X X-ray machine 20 40 2.0
Monitor 2.5 5.0 2.0
Stent 1.5 2.0 1.3
Respirator 10 30 3.0
C X
16 58 3.6
C-arm X-ray imaging system
Disposable EEA stapler instrument for 0.16 0.36 23
gastro-esophageal anastomosis
0.11 0.25 23
Disposable linear stapler
0.20 0.35 1.8
Disposable linear cutting stapler
0.010 0.016 1.6
Disposable skin stapler
Anesthesia machine 4.5 15 33
Membrane oxygenator 0.25 0.37 1.5
Mean 5.0 14 23
Notes
1. 2 o

The prices above are approximations retained two significant figures and were recorded at the interview. All the prices are only for reference, having
nothing to do with selling prices.

2. N
The devices and consumables above are those which can be compared well with each other.
3. CT N DR X N N X 200 1300
. N 30 70 .
N N 10 N

Most of the large devices, the prices of which are between 2 million and 13 million Yuan, and some middle-size and small-size medical devices and
consumables which are sophisticated in technology (although their prices aren't high) are imported products.
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Fig.7 Feedback of imported and domestic medical devices and in medical staffs' opinion
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Fig.8 Developing situation of domestic medical devices in medical staffs'
opinion
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Fig.9 The aspects future domestic medical devices need to improve most
urgently in medical staffs' opinion o
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