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ABSTRACT: The invasive reaction is catalyzed by 5' endonuclease or flap endonuclease, which can recognize and cleavase a
specific structure formed by oligonucleotides. Recently, numerous newly techniques based on invasive reaction have been developed to
detect biological molecules, such as DNA, RNA, miRNA and protein, with a high sensitivity and specificity. These techniques do not
depend on target amplification, so the risk of cross-contamination decreased significantly, and it show great potential in clinical
diagnostics. This article gives a review on the principles and applications of these developed assays.
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