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ABSTRACT: Neoplasms of digestive system are great killers that threaten the residents' life and health in our country, of which the
morbidity and mortality account for about 50 % of all tumors. Developing effective anti-tumor drugs is the foundation of treating diges-
tive system cancer. Plant extracts are important sources of anticancer drugs. Shikonin is a pharmaceutical component from the root of
Boraginaceae Lithospermum. It has significant killing effects on the digestive system tumor cells. We searched the articles of shikonin
combined with the tumors of digestive system published in recent 10 years, analyzed the anticancer mechanisms of shikonin and its
derivatives in tumors of digestive system, predicted the future research of shikonin used in clinical treatment of the digestive system tu-
mors, and provided a theoretical foundation for further exploration of shikonin in treatment with digestive system cancer and in novel
drug development.
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Fig. 1 Structure of Shikonin
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