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ABSTRACT: MicroRNA (miRNA) are endogenous approximately 23 nucleotide noncoding RNA molecules that play important

gene-regulatory roles in diverse regulation pathways, including those involved in cell development, differentiation, proliferation, and

apoptosis by targeting mRNAs for cleavage or translational repression. To date, miRNAs have given us a new perspective to understand

carcinogenesis and demonstrated the potential role to act as cancer biomarkers. Esophageal cancer is one of the most lethal human

cancers in China. Growing evidence has showed a close connection between miRNAs and esophageal cancer. In this review, information

regarding the relationship between the esophageal cancer development, pathological classification, plasma marker, chemoresistance and

the expression characteristic of miRNAs is discussed.
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