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ABSTRACT Objective: To elucidate the clinical significance of serum perinuclear antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies (P-ANCA)
in patients with lupus nephritis (LN). Methods: P-ANCA was detected in serum samples obtained from 92 patients with LN by
emzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA). The relationship between P-ANCA and clinical manifestations and other autoantibodies
were analyzed. Results: P-ANCA positive was detected in 21.8 % (20/92) patients. The prevalence of malar rash, cutaneous small vas-
culitis, central nervous system involved, anemia and hypocomplementemia were all significantly higher in P-ANCA-positive patients than
P-ANCA-negative patients (P<0.05). Conclusions: The prevalence of P~ANCA was 21.8 % in LN and its presence was correlated with
particular clinical manifestations, indicating that P-ANCA may play a pathogenetic role in LN.
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Table 1 The relation between P-~ANCA, LN manifestation and experimental tests
LN manifestation P-ANCA positive (n1=20) ~ P-ANCA negative (n=72) P value
Malar rash V 16 31 <0.05
x 4 41
Photosensitivity v 9 33 >0.05
x 11 39
Dental ulcer v 6 21 >0.05
x 14 51
Alopecia v 8 29 >0.05
x 12 43
Hydrohymenitis \ 9 33 >0.05
x 11 39
Arthritis v 13 47 >0.05
x 7 15
Fever v 17 61 >0.05
x 3 11
Raynaud's phenomenon v 3 11 >0.05
x 17 61
Vasculitis of the skin v 12 9 <0.05
x 8 53
Nervous system involvement v 3 9 >0.05
x 17 63
Activity of patient's condition N 14 50 >0.05
x 6 22
Descended WBC count v 5 20 >0.05
x 15 52
Descended PLT count v 4 16 >0.05
X 16 46
Anemia V 12 36 <0.05
x 8 36
ANA + 18 64 >0.05
- 2 8
Anti-Sm + 6 20 >0.05
- 14 52
Anti-ds-DNA + 6 21 >0.05
- 14 49
ACA + 6 21 >0.05
- 14 51
Low level of complement N 17 23 <0.05
x 3 49
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