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ABSTRACT Objective: To analyze 180 people died by suicide and to investigate whether gender, age and different socioeconomic

strata will affect people's selections of suicide methods and environments. Methods: By using the questionnaire made by ourselves, we

investigated 180 suicide cases which were recorded from January, 2008 to October, 2010 in Kunming Public Security and other four

districts Public Securities in Kunming, named Wuhua, Xishan, Panlong, Guandu respectively. According to their gender, age and

socioeconomic strata, we divided these dead people into three groups and then used the software SPSS 11.5 to analyze. Results: Suicide

ways people chose showed no significant differences in different gender and socioeconomic strata groups, but obvious difference between

different age groups. What's more, people in different gender and age groups showed significant difference in suicide environment, but

people from different socioeconomic strata had no obvious difference. Conclusion: Suicide is a complicated social phenomenon which

occurs under the influence of many factors. However, different people have different selections on suicide ways and surroundings. In

actual practice, forensic medical experts need solid theoretical knowledge and rich working experience to analyze different suicide cases.
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Table 1 Suicide ways of Gender groups

1

The number of deaths %

Suicide ways Male Female Total %
High-drop dead 36 20.00 13 7.23 49 27.23
Hanging oneself 31 17.23 15 8.34 46 25.57
Drowning oneself 19 10.55 14 7.78 33 18.33
Poisoning 16 8.89 11 6.11) 27 15.00
Suicide by coal gas 8 4.44 3 1.66 11 6.11
Wrist cutting 4222 1 0.56 5 2.77
Neck Cutting 2 1.11 1 0.56 3 1.66
Medicine taking 2 1.11 2 1.11
Drugs taking 1 0.56 1 0.56
Others 2 1.11 1 0.56 3 1.66
Total % 121 67.21 59 32.79 180 100.00

2
Table 2 Suicide ways of Age groups
The number of deaths %
~ ~ ~ ~ >
Suicide ways <20 20~29 30~39 40~49 50~59 = 60 Total %
<20years 20~29years 30~39years 40~49years 50~59years 2 60years
High-drop dead 3 1.66 10 5.55 10 5.55 7 3.89 6 3.33 13 7.23 49 27.23
Hanging oneself 2 1.11 4222 9 5.00 9 5.00 9 5.00 13 7.23 46 25.57
Drowning oneself 3 1.66 5277 8 4.44 8 4.44 4222 5 2.77 33 18.33
Poisoning 0 6 3.33 11 6.11 6 3.33 3 1.66 1 0.56 27 15.00
Coal gas 1 0.56 2 1.11 2 1.11 3 1.66 1 0.56 2 1.11 11 6.11
Wrist cutting 0 0 1 0.56 0 0 4222 5277
Neck cutting 0 0 0 2 1.11 1 0.56 0 3 1.66
Medicine taking 0 1 0.56 1 0.56 0 0 0 2 1.11
Drugs taking 0 0 0 1 0.56 0 0 1 0.56
Others 1 0.56 1 0.56 1 0.56 0 0 0 3 1.66
Total % 10 5.55) 29 16.11) 43 23.88) 36 0.2 24 13.33 38 21.11 180 100.00
Table 3 Suicide methods of social economic class group

The number of deaths %

Suicide ways Male Female Total %
High-drop dead 20 11.11 29 16.11 49 27.23
Hanging oneself 14 7.78 32 17.78 46 25.57
Drowning oneself 9 5.00 24 13.33 33 18.33
Poisoning 4222 23 12.77 27 15.00
Suicide by coal gas 6 3.33 5277 11 6.11
Wrist cutting 0 52.77 5277
Neck Cutting 0 3 1.66 3 1.66
Medicine taking 1 0.56 1 0.56 2 1.11
Drugs taking 0 1 0.56 1 0.56
Others 0 3 1.66 3 1.66
Total % 54 30.00 126 70.00 180 100.00
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Table 4 Results of statistics test in suicide methods
Check value Gender group Age group Social economic class group
P Pvalue 0.285 0.000 0.399
X2 X?value 1.182 2.874 0.637
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Table 5 Suicide environment of gender group
The number of deaths %
Suicide ways Male Female Total %
At home 57 31.67 30 16.68 87 48.35
Dianchi Lake 12 6.66 11 6.11 23 12.77
Park or green belts 14 7.78 1 0.56 15 8.34
Place of work 8 4.44 4222 12 6.66
Hospital 9 5.00 2 1.11 11 6.11
Pond or reservoir 7 3.89 3 1.66 10 5.55
Hotel 5 2.77 4223 9 5.00
Highway or overpass 5 2.77 2 1.11 7 3.89
Others 4222 2 1.11 6 3.33
Total % 121 67.21 59 32.79 180 100.00
6
Table 6 Suicide ways of Age groups
The number of deaths %
Suicide ways <20 20~29 30~39 40~49 50~59 = 60 Total %
<20years 20~29years  30~39years = 40~49years  50~59years = 60years
At home 6 3.33 11 6.11 21 11.67 15 8.34 9 5.00 25 13.89 87 4835
Dianchi Lake 1 0.56 2 1.11 5277 8 4.44 3 1.66 4222 23 12.77
Park or green belts 0 4222 0 5277 5277 1 0.56 15 8.34
Place of work 0 2 1.11 4222 2 1.11 1 0.56 3 1.66 12 6.66
Hospital 0 2 1.11 2 1.11 1 0.56 4222 2 1.11 11 6.11
Pond or reservoir 1 0.56 2 1.11 3 1.66 2 1.11 1 0.56 1 0.56 10 5.55
Hotel 0 3 1.66 4222 1 0.56 0 1 0.56 9 5.00
Highway or overpass 2 1.11 2 1.11 1 0.56 1 0.56 1 0.56 0 7 3.89
Others 0 1 0.56 3 1.66 1 0.56 0 1 0.56 6 3.33
Total % 10 5.55 29(16.11) 43 23.88 36 20.00 24 13.33 38 21.11 180 100.00
7
Table 7 Suicide surroundings of social economic class group
The number of deaths %
Suicide ways Total %
High social economic class Low social economic class
At home 32 17.78 55 30.55 87 48.35
Dianchi lake 5 2.77 18 10.00 23 12.77
Park or green belts 1 0.56 14 7.78 15 8.34
Place of work 6 3.33 6 3.33 12 6.66
Hospital 3 1.66 8 4.44 11 6.11
Pond or reservoir 2 1.11 8 4.44 10 5.55
Hotel 2 1.11 7 3.89 9 5.00
Highway or overpass 1 0.56 6 3.33 7 3.89
Others 2 1.11 4222 6 3.33
Total % 54 30.00 126 70.00 180 100.00
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Table 8 Test analysis results of suicide surroundings

Check value Gender group Age group Social economic class group
P Pvalue 0.048 0.000 0.583
X?  X?value 2.993 0.483 0.705
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