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ABSTRACT Objective: To study the expression of piment epithelial-derived factor (PEDF) in human rheumatoid arthritis synovium.

Methods: Expression of PEDF protein was detected by immunohistochemistry in 30 cases of active rheumatoid arthritis synovium, that

after treatment, 16 patients with retrograde arthritis and 16 normal subjects as controls. Results: In the experimental group, the PEDF exp-

ression was significantly lower than in normal subjects and patients with retrograde arthritis. In the experimental group,PEDF expression

was also significantly lower than in the patients after treatment. There was statistical difference between experimental group and control

groups (P<0.05). Conclusion: PEDF expression is closely related to the progression of theumatoid arthritis. It's a new direction to be expe-

cted that piment epithelial-derived factor may be the target treatment of rheumatoid arthritis treatment.
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Table 1 Expression of PEDF protein in different groups detected by immunohistochemistry(n)
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