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ABSTRACT: POCD is characterized by a persistent decline in cognitive function following anesthesia and surgery, identified by
preoperative and postoperative cognitive testing. This testing requires a sensitive and comprehensive neuropsy-chological test battery
assessing a variety of cognitive domains. However, the investigation and diagnosis of POCD is hampered by the absence of a consensus
regarding the tests to be used as well as the operational definition of POCD. Consequently, the comparison between studies investi-gating
POCD is difficult. Therefore, further elaboration of POCD factors and pathogenesis, will help establish standards for POCD detection,
diagnosis and control methods.
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