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Roles of NKT cells in atherosclerosis*
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ABSTRACT: Natural killer T cell (NKT cell) is a specialized subset of lymphocytes, which shares with some characteristics of both
T cell and Natural kill cell (NK cell). Nevertheless, unlike both of them, NKT cell can recognize glycolipid antigens, and produce some
pro-inflammatory and anti-inflammatory cytokines on activation. Due to these characteristics, more and more researches about NKT cells
in inflammatory and immune aspects are turned up. It is becoming very clear that atherosclerosis is a chronic inflammatory disease with
both innate and adaptive immunity in pathological mechanism. Therefore, researches on roles of NKT cell in the disease are getting hot.
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